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Children and Seatbelts in the Back
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A definitive answer from the Dept for Transport, thanks to 300bhp/ton

For adults in the front and rear, seat belts must be used if available. 

For children:-

in the front: all those up to 135cms in height (or 12 years or over, whichever comes first) must use the correct child seat/booster for their weight with

no exceptions. If over 135cm or 12 years and above, they are treated for the purposes of this legislation as adults;

in the rear: where seat belts are fitted, than the same rules as for front seats apply but there are a few exceptions. One of those says that if belts are

not fitted in the rear, then those 3 years and above may travel unrestrained. However, those under 3 years cannot travel – they must always use the

correct baby/child seat for their weight in the front or rear.

Beware of sideways facing seats: there is no legal requirement for seat belts to be fitted in sideways facing seats – in an impact, anyone using a belt in

a sideways facing seat is at increased risk of serious injury. But if seat belts are installed then they must be used by adults.

Please note especially that where seat belts are fitted, children who are legally required to use baby/child seats/boosters cannot travel in sideways

facing seats because baby/child seats/boosters legally cannot be used in sideways facing seats. This does not mean that children may use an adult belt

instead in these seats – it means that they cannot travel at all in sideways facing seats where belts are fitted. That may have an effect on carrying

capacity. If extra seat belts are installed in the rear in order to carry children, they should be installed on forward or rearward facing seats – baby/child

seats/boosters can be used in forward and rearward facing seats.

Nothing in seat belt wearing legislation prevents the carrying of adults in seats that do not have seat belts installed – even if other seats in the rear

have belts fitted. It goes without saying however those seats with seat belts should be used first.

Remember that the police can take action if, in the judgement of an officer, passengers are being carried where “the manner in which they are carried

is such that the use of the motor vehicle or trailer involves a danger of injury to any person”. The penalties for this offence are notably higher than for a
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seat belt wearing offence.

If you are likely to carry passengers without seat belts, you might consult your insurer about their attitude should there be a claim. And bear in mind

that if there is an impact, the body of anyone unrestrained is likely to be a considerable risk to those seated in the front or elsewhere in the rear.
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